Dear Professor Yoko Kato,

| want to express my deepest gratitude for the incredible
opportunity to complete my fellowship in Hybrid Neurosurgery-
Endovascular and Cerebrovascular Neurosurgery at Fujita Health
University, Bantane Hospital from February 24 to March 19, 2025.
It was an honor to train under your guidance and be part of a
program that provided such an exceptional clinical and academic

experience.

Your dedication to education, mentorship, and continuous support
for young neurosurgeons is truly inspiring. Every aspect of this
fellowship was perfectly structured—from the surgical training and
academic sessions to the overall organization—allowing me to fully
immerse myself in learning. | had the privilege of assisting in
complex surgeries, refining my microsurgical skills, and
participating in case discussions that deepened my understanding of
cerebrovascular and  minimally  invasive  neurosurgery.

| am also incredibly grateful for the opportunity to visit other
medical institutions across Japan to observe different techniques
from experts in skull base neurosurgery. These experiences
expanded my perspective on surgical approaches and refined my
understanding of complex cases. Additionally, taking part in the
Japanese Stroke Conference and ACNS webinars further enriched
my knowledge and broadened my perspective on the latest
advancements in our field. Furthermore, | deeply appreciate the
chance to contribute to scientific work by preparing a case report,
which allowed me to engage in academic discussions and further
develop my research skills.




A special thank you to all the doctors in the department—Prof.
Nakahara, Prof. Komatsu, Prof. Haraguchi, Prof. Yamada, Prof.
Tanaka, Prof. Hasebe, Prof. Tanabe, Prof. Sasaki, and Dr. Shiho—
who generously shared their knowledge and experience. Learning
from such an incredible team has been invaluable and will
undoubtedly shape my future work.

I would also like to express my special gratitude to manager
Takanori, whose exceptional organization and dedication ensured a
seamless experience for all participants, and to GP Mai, whose
kindness and constant support made every step of the journey easier.
Their efforts truly made a difference in creating a welcoming and
productive learning environment.

Beyond professional growth, | deeply appreciate your unwavering
support for Ukrainian neurosurgeons during these challenging times.
Your willingness to provide training and opportunities despite the
difficulties we face means a great deal. This fellowship was not just
about acquiring surgical skills—it was also about building
international connections, strengthening collaboration, and proving
that medicine transcends borders.

Thank you, Professor Kato, for everything. Your mentorship,
kindness, and dedication to neurosurgery are truly remarkable. | hope
to carry forward your teachings and contribute to the field with the
same passion and commitment you inspire in your fellows.

With sincere appreciation and
respect,

Vladyslav Kaliuzhka

Kharkiv, Ukraine
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